
Weekly Water Exchange Procedure 
 

1. Wash and rinse hands. 
 
2. Unplug the 402 powerhead so water will not be sprayed once the water level 

goes down.   
 

3. Using the white plastic pail, siphon out as much water as you can comfortably 
carry.  

 
• If you have a “siphon start”, attach this to your siphon hose, place the ends in 

the tank and in the bucket, and pump the bulb several times to start the water 
flow.    

• To start the siphon without the “siphon start”, fill the cup end with tank water 
and hold the cup end up high with the thumb covering the small hose end.  
Using your thumb to control, release the air in the line until water from the cup 
is at the thumb. Replace the cup end back in the tank, letting the trapped air 
escape. Release the thumb end once it is over the pail and the siphon should 
start. 

• Avoid siphoning the salmon through the tube. Some of the protective slime or 
mucous can be rubbed off, exposing the open flesh to infection and possible 
death. 

• Also, try not to clean more than one quarter of the bottom of the tank with the 
cup end, as the good bacteria will be removed during this process. It is best 
not to disturb the bottom gravel unless there is growth to be removed. 

 
4.  Repeat taking water out until you are satisfied with the amount to be exchanged. 
       Usually, two pails once a week is normal and should become routine.   
 
5.  Dump and rinse pail. 
 
6. Run the cold water tap 10-20 seconds, and then fill the pail with approximately 

the same amount of water that was removed. Add Aqua Plus dechlorinator 
according to the amount of water (3 capfuls for a bucket of water), as well as 
Cycle.   

 
7. SLOWLY pour water into the tank so as not to make gravel pits in the bottom of 

the tank. Pouring into an open hand will usually break the force of water 
sufficiently. (However, students don't usually volunteer a second time for this 
job!) 

 
8. Re-plug in any cords that were unplugged before starting the procedure. 

 
9. Once finished, replace the bucket, and take a moment to clean and dust the top 

and bottom shelf of the cart. 


